AMERICAN HISTORY DISCONTENT AND REVOLUTION

STUDENT PORTFOLIO

Readings: American Nation Chapters 5 and 6 (pgs 130-185)

Web Sites on the American Revolution:

1. http://www.ukans.edu/carrie/docs/amdocs_index.html  (Documents for the Study of American History)

2. http://www.multied.com/revolt/Index.html   (History Central)  

3. http://www.jacksonesd.k12.or.us/k12projects/jimperry/revolution.html History Online: American Revolution

4. http://www.lisp.wayne.edu/amerrev.html  Wayne State University Graduate Student Site

5. http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/index.html  PBS “Liberty” Series

6. http://library.thinkquest.org/10966/index.html   Student Thinkquest Web Site

7. http://www.ilt.columbia.edu/k12/history/blacks/masacre.html  Boston Massacre Transcripts of British Troops

8. http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1751-1775/bostonmassacre/anon.htm  Anonymous report on the Boston Massacre from a Patriotic Perspective

9. http://www.encyclopedia.com/articles/00429.html Encylopedia Web Site

10. http://killdevilhill.com/z/yfederalistd/TheRevolutionaryhall/shakespeare1.html  Revolutionary War Forum

11. http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/American_Revolution.html  Kid Info..American Revolution

PREPARATION AND PRESENTATION:

All written materials should be kept in a folder or notebook with pouches.  Any large visuals should be clearly labeled with your name, date, and your teachers’ name.  You should understand that neatness, grammar, and spelling all count toward the success of this project, as well as completion.  There will be several due dates in which you must have AT LEAST one section of work completed.  It is up to you to decide what parts of the project you will complete in what order.  Understand that some activities can be done in groups, and that others will be done as an individual. If you would like, you can propose other activities to your teacher

1

Required Activities

Each student is expected to complete the following activities.  Each of these activities will be done with one of your block teachers, during a three-way rotation.

a. What does the Declaration of Independence really say? (Kelly)

You will be expected to create a grievance graphic.

b. What were the costs and benefits of Independence? (Brooks)

You will use your handy dandy guide to decide if war made economic sense, and will write a 200-word
paper defending or attacking the war.

c. What were the headlines of pre-revolutionary times? (Rivette)

                                     You will be creating an “Extra! Extra!” poster of Headlines in prelude to   

                               war.
2 General Activities (must complete #1, and two other activities)

1. Make a chart in the form of a ladder called “Steps that Lead to the Revolution”.  Starting with the bottom step, place in correct order the chief events from 1763-1783 that lead to the revolutionary war.  You should have a total of ten steps on your ladder, which MUST be done in graphic form.

2. Draw your own political cartoon to describe the colonists’ feelings toward any events of the war (all cartoons should be titled, with a 100 word explanation written on the back).

3. Prepare an editorial. You are the editor of a colonial newspaper.  Prepare and write an editorial to the people in your town showing your discontent towards the mother country’s treatment of American Colonies.  Remember that all statements MUST BE supported by facts. This editorial is a minimum of 250 words.

4. Prepare a Colonial Newspaper.  Two people may work together on this part of the project.  You should include all necessary features and articles relevant to the newspapers of that period (1750-1800).  You should include a title, feature article, short editorial, political cartoon, and an article about home life.  You should make a headline and a feature article that describes a major event in the start or conclusion of the revolutionary war.  An example might be “American Rebels chase Redcoats out of Concord”.   If you and a partner choose number 4, you do not have to do another optional General Activity ( thus you would complete  number 1 and 4). 

5. Write a short (200 word) biography for any of the following people, listing your resources. Possible subjects could be:

	Thomas Paine
	Nathan Hale
	Benedict Arnold

	John Paul Jones
	Charles Cornwallis
	Marquis de Lafayette

	John Burgoyne
	Thomas Jefferson
	George Washington

	Ben Franklin
	Paul Revere
	Patrick Henry


Samuel Adams

           Betsy Ross

        Molly Pitcher

Ask your teacher if you have another that you would like to write abou

6. Construct a Battlefield of an important battle of the American Revolution. It is important that this model include geographical features of the battlefield, showing rivers, lake, mountains, or any other feature, which had an impact on the battle.  It should also diagram where the forces of each army were located and their movements in the battle.  DO NOT glue army men on a piece of plywood and call it a battlefield recreation.

7. Make a Chart of at least six major battles of the American Revolution. Include dates, names of battles, Generals on both sides, and winners of the battles.

8. Play the Revolutionary game on the PBS Liberty  internet web site.  List the questions and answers on paper for your teacher to observe.

3 Essay Questions- You are required to complete ONE of these

These must be in ink or type/word processed in composition form.  This means a five-paragraph essay with a minimum of 500 words. This includes an introduction, three body paragraphs to support your position, and a conclusion paragraph.  It is expected that each essay should include factual evidence that comes from your text book, encyclopedias, and/or the internet.  You must site your sources at the end of the paper for full credit.

1. In what ways may a citizen revolt against the government and still be a good citizen? 

2. Why do people revolt against their government? What usually causes a revolution? Try to cite several revolutions besides the US revolution to answer this problem.

3. In disputes between England and the colonies, why did the voices urging moderation lose out to those in favor of more radical action?

4. In the conflict of values which lead to the Revolution, to which values did the king and his advisors give the greatest importance and which values did the colonists feel were important?

5. Do the ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence still represent the ideals upon which the Government of the United States is based?  

6. Is the use of violence as a means of protest ever justified? If so why and when. If not, Why?

7. Cite some examples from recent history (last twenty years) to prove that the boycott is still used as a weapon of protest.  Why do some boycotts succeed and others fail?

8. What part did propaganda play in arousing the colonists to rebel against their lawful government, the British?

9. How do we determine what is a fair tax and what is not a fair tax? Where the colonists unfairly taxed?

 4  Internet Reading Selections

 (must complete three of these with a 200 word summary of each of the three) 

 You are required to read three of the following internet Revolutionary Readings and write a brief summary (200 words) and describe what you have learned. These summaries must be written in pen or typed/word processed).

· “ Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death ” by Patrick Henry            Web Site #1

· “ Common Sense”      by Thomas Paine                                     Web Site #1

· “Speech on the Stamp Act”      by    William Pit                        Web Site #1

· Secret Methods and Techniques of Spies (read all six parts)      Web Site #11

· Women Spies Ann Bates and Miss Jenny (read about both)      Web Site #11

· The Infamous Benedict Arnold (four parts)                               Web Site #11  

· “Slavery and the American Revolution” (one part)                       Web Site #11 

· “Why Great Britian Lost Her Colonies “ see web site below: http://oasis.bellevue.k12.wa.us/sammamish/sstudies.dir/hist_docs.dir/rev_war.mn.html
· “The Treaty of Paris” http://www.dell.homestead.com/revwar/files/TREATY.HTM
· “The War at Sea” http://www.dell.homestead.com/revwar/files/SEA.HTM
· “Valley Forge” http://www.dell.homestead.com/revwar/files/VALLEY.HTM
5
 Revolutionary War Group Presentation You are required to complete one

In groups of between two and four people you are required to come up with a classroom presentation, which should last a minimum of five minutes (two people) or eight minutes (five people) for full credit. Each group must sign up with the teacher for their presentation and only one group may do a specific presentation.  These may be done at any time during the course of our project. Some possibilities are (but you may come up with your own, with teacher approval):

· PowerPoint presentations listing in outline form all of the main parts of the declaration of independence. This should include 20 to 25 slides. (two students)
· A “mock” debate with students acting as English colonists using the question “Should the 13 English Colonies fight to win independence from Britain? (two to four students)

· A “mock” debate with students acting as English colonists on whether or not the Boston Tea Party should take place. (two to four students)

· A “mock” trial placing the soldiers involved with the Boston Massacre on trial. You would need a judge, Samuel Adams as the trial lawyer, at least two soldiers, and a defense lawyer (five students)

· Research and present to class the history of taxes in the United States. Try to find as many seemingly silly taxes as you can.  This can be done with a PowerPoint presentation (two people)
· A mock trial in which Native Americans place the English and Colonists on trial for crimes against humanity (see page 135 Critical Thinking Skills for some help)  ( four or five people)
· Enact a play that would honestly represent a “Sons or Daughters of Liberty” Meeting. Include the disdain for taxes, the writs of assistance, and the Townsend Acts. (four or five people)
· Present to class the famous poem “The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere (two students)
· Write and present a song of protest about any complaints the colonists might have had toward the British. This could be about the Boston Massacre, the Intolerable Acts, or any other thing the colonists would be angry about.  It can be made to modern day tunes or can be rap. (two students)

· Present the discussion between John and Abigail Adams (see page 168)  (two students)
· Read are two articles on the Boston Massacre, have one student describe the incident from the British perspective, another from the Patriotic perspective. (two students)

This project will take approximately five weeks. Your social studies teacher will give you the five due dates in advance.  Your first job should be to review this project carefully, decide the order in which you will approach this work, and then decide what group activities you will like to do and who you would like to do them with. Planning your work is essential to your success.
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