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GETTING INVOLVED 


.


You can help preserve the world's rain forests.


Think about the information below as you complete the three


activities on this page. Then share the information with friends


or family members as you enlist their help in


preserving tropical forests.





(An estimated 100 acres of rain forests are destroyed every minute. Over the past 40 years, nearly half of  the world's rain forests have been destroyed.


(One quarter of the prescription medications we use today can be traced back to the rain forests. But less          than 1 percent of all plant species in the rain forests have been screened for medical purposes.


(Rain forests cover only 2 percent of the globe. However; they are home to more than half the world's 5 to 10 million species of plants and animals. Most of these species have never been studied.


(More than 1,000 tribes reside in the rain forests.


(Each year, the felling of trees to be used as fuel shrinks the rain forests by 5 million acres, or 7,813 square miles.








ACTIVITY 1








WRITING FOR RAIN FORESTS


Let  elected officials know you're concerned about rain forests. Write them to find out what they're doing to help. Or support a company's efforts to preserve rain forests by writing a fan letter to the company's president! Tips for effective letter-writing: Get your facts straight; be polite; express your feelings about the subject; make sure you address the letter properly.








ACTIVITY 2


GET THE WORD OUT


In groups of  three,  write an informative pamphlet that can be distributed to people at other schools. Have each person in the group pick one of the facts above and research. it thoroughly, being sure to present a balanced point of view. Write short articles containing all the information, and combine them into the pamphlet for distribution. Get the addresses of at least five schools (in or out of Michigan, out of our school district) and mail samples of your brochures.








ACTIVITY 3


ADOPT AN ACRE OF RAIN FOREST


		For $35-the proceeds of a moderately successful bake sale-you and a maximum of four other students, can protect an acre of rain forest. The Nature Conservancy, a non-profit mem�bership organization, has worked since 1951 to protect millions of acres of important natural ecosystems and habitats in the United States and Latin America. Working with local groups, The Nature Conservancy figures that $35 is all it needs to protect an acre of rain forest, through pur�chase, local education programs, and other means.


Once you adopt an acre, The Nature Conservancy will send you an honorary land deed (you won't actually own the land) specifying the location of your adopted acreage and the name of the local conservation authority.


For details, call The Nature Conservancy  at 1-800-628-6860, or write





                                                       Adopt an Acre Program:


    1815 North Lynn St.	


Arlington, VA 22209	
